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1:00
Purpose

1:01
To minimize the risks to firefighters and the public as a result of a possible exposure to the Ebola Virus and to reduce the possibility of spreading the virus throughout the community
2:00
Scope



2:01
This Guideline applies to all firefighters working with the South River Machar Fire Department.
3:00
Assessment and Treatment
3:01
Ebola Screening tool must be completed on all patients including accident victims as soon as possible.  
3:02
Minimize the number of firefighters exposed to any patient that answered yes to any of the questions on the current version of the Ebola Screening Tool  
3:03
Advise EMS if patient answers yes to any questions on the current version of the Ebola Screening Tool
3:04
All patients experiencing symptoms and with a travel history to the affected areas or had exposure to a person who has been to the affected areas within the past 21 days will be treated as having the Ebola virus as outlined on the current version of the Ebola Screening Tool.  
3:05
Patients who are being treated as possible Ebola patients must be isolated, no oral or nasal airways are to be inserted.  Patients who are not actively vomiting should have N95 mask in place.  Family members in the home who were exposed to the patient should be isolated and have N95 mask on as well.


4:00
Personal Protective Equipment
4:01
Full Bunker gear and helmet must be worn on all medical and rescue calls during the Ebola epidemic
4:02
N95 masks must be worn on all medical calls, motor vehicle accidents rescue calls with patient contact until the Ebola screening tool is completed and confirmed that there are no indicators of Ebola present.

4:03
Safety glasses must be worn on all medical first response calls and motor vehicle accidents.  

4:04
Firefighters must wear 2 pairs of medical examination gloves at all times

4:05
All calls that are being treated as a possible Ebola Virus patient as outlined in 3:04, firefighters are to wear Chem 3 suits, double gloved, N95 mask, safety glasses and helmet with shield down.

4:06
Once the current version of the Ebola Screening tool is completed there are no indicators of possible Ebola virus on both the Travel History and Symptoms, firefighters may take normal precautions.

5:00
Cleaning and Hand Washing
5:01
Immediately after removing gloves and coat and pants wash your hands with alcohol based hand sanitizer
5:02
All medical equipment used must be washed with precept wipes or water and bleach mixed at 1 part bleach to 9 parts water
5:03
During cleaning procedures full Personal Protective Equipment as identified above must be worn.  

5:04
All Bunker gear worn on the call where there are any indicators present on either the travel history or the symptoms portion of the current Ebola Screening Tool must be washed immediately upon returning to the fire hall.
5:05
All Bunker gear worn on the call where there are any indicators present on both the travel history or the symptoms portion of the current Ebola Screening Tool must be double bagged immediately prior to clearing the scene.

5:06
All Chem 3 suits and N95 masks and gloves worn on the call must be double bagged and transported to hospital with patient for disposal.

5:07
Prior to removing Chem 3 suits, suits should be sprayed down with 1 part bleach to 9 parts water, with care not to spray the face area.

5:08
All personnel on the call where there were any indicators present on both the travel history or the symptoms portion of the current Ebola Screening Tool must shower prior to leaving the fire hall.  All of the clothing worn must be double bagged and left at the hall.

5:09
Personnel exposed to or possibly exposed to patients with Ebola must not enter the meeting room, dispatch room, hall way or chiefs office until properly decontaminated.

5:10
Frequent hand sanitization is recommended at all times especially during a pandemic.

6:00
Responsibility
6:01
It is the responsibility of all Firefighter’s involved in the emergency to ensure this guideline is adhered to in its entirety.

6:02
It is the responsibility of the Commander’s to ensure this guideline is adhered to in its entirety.
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